^  COMING  CITY 
°T  CANADA 


^ANCOUVER  has  not  heretofore  disappointed  its  friends, 
neither  will  it  fail  to  justify  their  present  confidence. 
Its  continued  growth  is  no  more  in  doubt  than  is  the 
progress  of  Canada— both  are  inevitable. 


For  free  information  about  Vancouver  and  the  Province  of  B.  C. 
address  Manager,  Vancouver  Information  and  Tourist  Association. 


Some  of  the  opportunity-creating  conditions  existing  in 
British  Columbia,  especially  in  the 

CITY  OF  VANCOUVER 

AND  THE  FERTILE 

FRASER  VALLEY 

THE    GARDEN   OF   THE    PACIFIC  SLOPE 


"  Gentlemen,  here  is  a  state  of  things 
which  appears  to  offer  the  opportunity 
of  living  under  such  ideal  conditions  as 
struggling  humanity  has  only  succeeded 
in  reaching  in  one  or  two  of  the  most 
favored  spots  upon  the  earth." — 
Earl  Gray,  at. the  opening  of  the  Pro- 
vincial Exhibition,  New  Westminster.  B.C. 


VANCOUVER  INFORMATION  BUREAU 

Bulletin  No.  2.      September,  1908. 


For  free  literature  on  City  of  Vancouver  or  Province  of  British 
Columbia,  address— MANAGER.  VANCOUVER  INFORMATION 
AND  TOUPnIST  ASSOCIATION.  VANCOUVER.  B.C. 


VANCOUVER'S  GROWTH. 

When  the  first  regular  train  arrived  in  Vancouver, 
May,  1887,  the  population  of  the  city  was  3,000  and 
the  total  assessable  property  was  valued  at  $2,639,077, 
including  $182,235  for  improvements.  There  is  now  ( 1908) 
a  population  of  over  75,000  and  the  assessable  property  is 
valued  at  $61,854,850,  of  which  sum  $20,164,535  re- 
presents improvements. 

The  growth  of  the  value  of  assessable  property  during 
the  last  ten  years  is  shown  in  the  following  table  : — 

1899—  $17,716,289.00      1904— $24,688,855.00 

1 900—  $  1 9,553,645.00      1 905— $28,543,890.00 

1901—  20,233,130.00      1906—  39,189,400.00 

1902—  21,065,370.00      1907—  54,727,810.00 

1903—  22,936,835.00      1908—  61,854,850.00 
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TWENTY  YEARS'  WORK. 

Since  the  the  date  first  named  Vancouver  has  installed 
a  civic  equipment  of  the  most  modern  and  efficient  kind, 
having  a  present  value  of  $6,855,505.00.  This  includes, 
among  other  things  :  — 

Streets  and  Sidewalks,  valued  at  -  $1,763,787 
Sewers  and  Drains        -  -  675,000 

Waterworks  -  -  -  1,958,405 

Fire  Halls,  with  Sites  and  Plant  -  222,000 
Schools,  with  Sites  and  Equipment  -  1,100,158 
Bridges        -  -  -  30,000 

There  are  now  under  construction,  or  to  be  undertaken 
immediately,  additions  and  improvements  to  cost  $2,578,- 
000,  as  follows  :  — 

Sewers  -  $300,000  Waterworks  -  $400,000 
Streets  -  250,000  Bridges  -  1,120,000 
Schools  -  360,000  Fire  Halls  -  18,000 
Hospitals        .....  130,000 


Vancouver  Waterfront  in  1908 


There  is  a  good  deal  of  interesting  and  significant  history  suggested  by  the  contrasting  pictures  reproduced  in  this  folder.  A  lot  of  things  had  to  happen  to  bring  about  the 
changes  therein  pictured.  The  causes  lying  behind  such  happenings  were  not  ephemertl;  nor  was  the  faith  expressed  in  the  work  done  founded  upon  conditions  subject  to  change, 
except  as  to  their  value,  which,  in  the  nature  of  things,  has  increased  any  must  continue  to  increase  with  the  progress  of  the  race. 


CONDITIONS  THAT  COUNT 


Vancouver  is  situated  on  an  ideal  natural  harbor  on 
the  Main  Road  of  the  British  Empire— a  leading  thorough- 
fare of  world  traffic. 

Vancouver  is  built  upon  one  of  the  most  eligible  resi- 
dential sites  in  the  world.  Pure  air  and  water,  excellent  drain- 
age and  beautiful  outlook  are  available  to  every  part  of  it. 

Vancouver  presents  unrivalled  attractions  to  seekers  of 
rest  or  pleasure.  A  delightful  climate  and  charming  scenery. 
Parks,  bathing  beaches,  sheltered  waterways  and  mountain 
trails.    Good  hotels,  restaurants  and  boarding  houses. 

Vancouver  is  supplied  with  all  the  conveniences  of  a 
large,  modern  city.  Waterworks  system  delivering  twenty 
million  gallons  per  day  of  pure  cold  mountain  water.  Well 
appointed  and  efficiently  conducted  schools.  Health,  Police 
and  Fire  Departments  well  manned  and  very  ably  directed. 
Hospitals,  Colleges,  Libraries,  Churches,  Telephone, 
System,  etc. 


Vancouver  is  the  natural  manufacturing  and  distributing 
centre  of  what  is  probably  the  richest  undeveloped  section 
on  the  earth. 

Vancouver  has  excellent  transportation  facilities.  Elec- 
tric tram  line  throughout  the  city,  and  to  suburban  points 
which  will  have  over  100  miles  of  tracks  when  extensions 
now  being  built  are  completed. 

Three  transcontinental  railways  giving  connection  with 
all  parts  of  the  continent  and  Atlantic  Steamship  lines. 

Steamers  to  local  points  on  Burrard  Inlet  and  Howe 
Sound  ;  Prince  Rupert  and  all  ports  in  Northern  B.C.  ;  Vic- 
toria and  other  Vancouver  Island  points  ;  Alaska,  Seattle, 
Tacoma,  San  Francisco,  Mexico,  Honolulu,  China  and 
Japan,  Australia  and  New  Zealand. 

Vancouver,  in  short,  possesses  all  the  natural  requisites 
for  a  great  city,  and,  as  the  record  proves,  does  not  lack 
the  energy  necessary  to  the  building  of  it. 


INTERNATIONAL  1 


ATTRACTIVE  FEATURES. 

Rich  soil  adapted  to  great  variety  of  products.  Plentiful  supply  of  water.  Mild  and  healthful 
climate.  Good  and  growing  local  markets  for  fruit  and  farm  produce.  Land  available  at  reasonable 
prices.  Efficient  free  schools.  Low  taxes.  Long  distance  telephone  connection  with  Vancouver  and 
other  coast  cities.  Roads,  rivers  and  railways  furnishing  ' ransportation  facilities,  which,  with  the 
extensions  now  under  construction,  will  be  equal,  if  not  superior,  to  those  of  any  other  rural 
section  on  the  Continent   of  America. 
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RAILWAY  FACILITIES. 

C.P.R.  main  line  through  the  district  from  east  to  west  with  branches  from  Mission  to  U.S.  boun- 
dary and  from  New  Westminster  Junction  to  New  Westminster  City. 

N.P.R.  connects  at  U.S.  boundary  with  C.P.R.  entering  Vancouver  over  tracks  of  latter  road. 
G.N.R.,  Vancouver  to  U.S.  boundary  and  from  west  coast  eastward. 

B.C.  Electric  Railway,  Vancouver  to  Steveston  and  Vancouver  to  New  Westminster.  The  latter 
line  is  being  extended  to  the  City  of  Chilliwack,  a  distance  of  62  miles,  and  a  line  connecting  Steveston 
and  New  Westminster  is  also  under  construction. 


FACTS  FOR  INVESTORS. 


VANCOUVER  SCHOOLS— 

Pupils 

Teachers  Enrolled 

1906  -  -  -  130  6,437 

1907  -  -  -  150  7,370 

1908  -  -  -  172  7,608 
Ten  special  instructors  are  employed  in  Manual  Train- 
ing, Domestic  Science,  Music,  Drawing,  Drill,  etc. 

The  number  of  pupils  enrolled  at  the  opening  of  the 
present  Fall  Term  is  1 ,000  greater  than  at  the  same  time 
last  year. 

When  a  new  16-roomed  school  and  three  four-roomed 
additions  now  being  built  are  completed,  Vancouver  will 
have  18  schools  containing  183  rooms. 
VANCOUVER  LAND  REGISTRY  OFFICE - 

Receipts,  August,  1908,  -  $8,324.00 

1907,  -  7,400.70 

Highest  previous  record  April,  1908,  $8,230.00. 
VANCOUVER  BUILDING  PERMITS— 

1906  -  -  -  $4,308,410.00 

1907  -  -  -  5,622,744.00 

1908  to  date  (8  months)    -  4,509,400.00 
The    last    is   an   increase  of  $602,125.00  over  the 

corresponding  months  of  last  year. 
VANCOUVER  CUSTOMS  HOUSE  REVENUE- 
For  fiscal  year  ending  31st  March. 

1906  -  -  $1,801,138.25 

1907  -  -  2,172,930.33 

1908  -  3,339,198.42 
VANCOUVER  INLAND  REVENUE  COLLECTIONS- 

For  fiscal  year  ending  31st  March. 

1906  -  -  $344,333.18 

1907  -  -  403,724.06 

1908  -  -  438,679.47 
VANCOUVER  BANK  CLEARINGS— 

For  year  ending  31st  March. 

1906  -  -  $  95,744,201.00 

1907  -  -  147,958,919.00 

1908  -  -  191,250,100.00 
BRITISH  COLUMBIA  FOREIGN  EXPORTS— 

For  fiscal  year  ending'  March  31st,  1908,  amounted  to 
$23,941,187.  Some  of  the  items  were:  Gold  bearing  quartz, 
$4,838,123;  copper  matte,  $4,127,025;  coal,  $3,183,144;  silver, 
$1,296,334;  canned  salmon,  $2,871,781;  lumber  and  shingles, 
$i.594'272- 

On  the  other  hand  nearly  two  million  dollars  worth  of 
agricultural  products  were  imported  from  foreign  countries  and 
as  much  more  from  other  parts  of  Canada.  Referring  to  this 
the  Hon.  R.  G.  Tatlow,  Minister  of  Finance  and  Agriculture,  in 
his  budget  speech  says:  "These  figures  include  such  items  as 
$800,000  for  bacon,  hamand  laJd;  $1  15,000  for  poultry;  $200,000 
for  beef  and  mutton  ;  $335,000  for  oats;  $75,000  for  apples  ; 
$248,000  for  canned  fruits;  $148,000  for  hay,  and  many  other 
things  which  might  easily  be  produced  within  the  Province, 
thereby  giving  employment  and  furnishing  comfortable  livelihood 
to  a  large  number  of  individuals  and  families." 


OPINIONS  OF  EXPERTS 


UNSURPASSED  DAIRYING  FACILITIES. 

"  After  visiting  a  majority  of  the  best  dairying  districts  in 
America,  I  consider  that  the  delta  lands  along  the  Fraser 
River  possess  advantages  for  the  production  of  dairy  pro- 
ducts equal,  if  not  superior,  to  those  of  any  other  lands  I 
have  ever  seen." 

"  The  wonderful  fertility  of  soil  in  the  Fraser  Valley  en- 
ables farmers  to  grow  about  twice  as  much  feed  per  acre 
as  is  usually  grown  on  average  farm  lands.  There  are 
farms  in  it  which  produce  5  tons  of  hay,  2,000  bushels  of 
roots,  and  100  bushels  of  grain  per  acre,  and  its  grazing 
facilities  are  not  surpassed  in  any  country  of  which  I  have 
any  knowledge." 

Besides  this,  the  mild  winter  and  cool  summer  seasons 
are  valuable  features  seldom  found  in  the  same  locality." 

"  Combined  with  these  advantages  is  a  local  market 
where  prices  range  higher  than  any  other  market  in  Canada, 
and  in  which  their  is  ample  room  for  increased  production, 
since  about  only  one  third  of  the  butter  consumed  in  the 
Province  is  Provincial  make." 

"  Taking  these  several  features  into  consideration 
it  would  be  difficult  to  find  a  place  where  the  dairying  in- 
dustry can  be  conducted  with  greater  profit."  —  F.  M.  Logan, 
Manager  Hygienic  Dairy  Co.,  recently  Live  Stock  and  Dairy 
Commissioner." 

PICTURESQUE,  FERTILE  AND  PROSPEROUS. 

"  The  Fraser  Valley  is  doubtless  one  of  the  most  fertile 
and  picturesque  valleys  in  the  world. 

"  At  some  no  distant  time  it  will  be  one  of  the  wealthiest 
and  most  beautiful  districts  to  be  found  anywhere  on  this 
continent. 

"  While  not  all  the  variety  of  tree  fruits  that  may  be  suc- 
cessfully raised  on  a  commercial  basis  in  the  interior  can 
be  profitably  cultivated  in  the  Coast  region,  yet  there  are 
plenty  of  varities,  which  do  remarkably  well  here,  to  keep 
the  fruit  grower  busy,  and  there  is  no  better  place  in  the 
world  for  small  fruit.  Strawberries,  raspberries,  blackberries 
and  other  small  fruits  will,  with  proper  cultivation  and  a 
judicious  selection  of  varities,  readily  yield  a  revenue  of 
from  $500  to  $1,000  an  acre  annually." — Maxwell  Smith, 
Dominion  Fruit  Inspector,  in  the  "  Fraser  Valley  Record." 


"  There  are  few,  if  any  agricultural  districts  in  the  world 
of  similair  extent,  of  equal  fertility.  All  the  grain  and 
grasses  yield  heavy  crops  ;  roots  and  vegetables  of  all  kinds 
are  exceedingly  prolific  and  commonly  of  enormous  size  ; 
fruits,  small  and  large,  attain  perfection,  and  horses,  cattle, 
sheep  and  swine  thrive  wonderfully."  — Govt.  Bulletin,  No.  10. 


THE  A.  B.  C.  OF 


AREA— 395,000  square  miles  or  258,000,000  acres. 

Brit  ISH  territory.  British  people,  law  and  sentiment. 

CROWN  lands  open  for  pre  emption  at  $1.00  per  acre  and 
for  purchase  at  $2.50  and  $5.00  per  acre. 

DEMAND  for  farm  produce  and  fruit  greatly  exceeds  the 
local  supply      (See  page  12). 

EDUCATIONAL  facilities  supplied  by  Government  to  new 
settlements.  Government  spends  $400,000  per  annum 
in  education,  and  furnishes  many  of  the  school  books 
free. 

FISHERIES  have  yielded  1  13  million  dollars.  Last  year 
Halibut  shipments  from  Vancouver  alone  totalled  19,472,- 
000  lbs.,  valued  at  $933,600,  and  products  of  Whale  in- 
dustry (just  established)  were  wcrth  $291,848. 

GOLD  MINES  of  British  Columbia  have  yielded  114 
million  dollars.  Other  mines  have  produced  185  million 
dollars.  Last  year's  output  of  mines  totalled  $25,738,983. 
(Send  for  "  The  Mineral  Province  "). 

Harbo  RS  commodious,  sheltered  and  ice  free  at  all 
seasons,  furnish  splendid  deep  sea  shipping  facilities  along 
the  entire  coast  line  of  7,000  miles. 

INCOME  of  B.  C.  has  doubled  in  five  years,  and  last  year 
was  $1,201,000  in  excess  of  expenditure. 

JOURNALISM  is  represented  in  British  Columbia  by  18 
daily  and  60  weekly,  and  monthly  publications. 

KOOTENAY  COAL  MINES  are  estimated  to  be  capable 
of  an  output  of  10,000,000  tons  of  coal  per  year  for  7,000 
years.  All  explored  parts  of  B.  C.  have  coal  deposits 
within  easy  reach. 

LUMBER  cut  in  1907  totalled  842  million  feet,  valued  at 
$12,680,000.  Timber  areas  of  B.  C.  are  the  largest  and 
most  compact  in  the  world. 

MANUFACTURING  interests  already  extensive  and 
growing  rapidly,  but  many  lines  not  covered.  Raw 
materials  and  power  facilities  abundant  —  transportation 
connections  with  every  part  of  the  world. 

New  and  rich  sections  are  being  made  available  for  settle- 
ment, and  new  centres  of  population  created  by  railway 
construction,  furnishing  opportunities  for  every  class  of 
useful  citizen.    (Send  for  Bulletin  No.  22). 


SH  COLUMBIA 


ORCHARDS  in  British  Columbia  have  grown  in  extent  from 
7,430  acres  in  1901  to  100,000  acres.  Fruit  shipments 
in  1902  totalled  1,956  tons,  in  1907,  4,743  tons. 
Government  inspection  of  orchards,  nursery  stock  and 
fruit,  rigid  and  effective,  resulting  in  freedom  from  the 
most  serious  insect  pests.    (Send  for  Bulletin  No.  10). 

PULP  AND  PAPER  opportunities— Wood  and  water- 
power  abundant  and  convenient  to  coast  harbors  ;  climate 
permits  of  operating  plants  all  year  round  ;  minimum 
transportation  charges  to  growing  Oriental  markets. 

QUEEN  CHARLOTTE  ISLANDS,  near  Prince  Rupert, 
as  yet  undeveloped,  are  probably  capable  of  sustaining  a 
population  larger  than  that  now  living  in  the  whole  of  B.C. 

Resou  RCES  of  B.  C,  marketed  last  year,  were  worth 
$55,000,000  or  over  $200  per  head  of  its  population  of 
250,000  persons. 

SPORTSMAN'S  PARADISE.  Greater  variety  and 
abundance  of  fish  and  game  in  B  C.  than  in  any  other 
part  of  North  America.    (Send  for  Bulletin  No.  17). 

TOBACCO,  apricots,  nectarines,  almonds  and  other 
less  hardy  fruits  have  been  grown  in  the  Southern  In- 
terior. This  section  will  produce  any  fruit  or  vegetable 
grown  300  miles  south  of  the  U.  S.  boundary. 

Unoccupi  ED  areas  include  10  million  acres  of  wheat 
land  and  4  million  acres  of  fruit  land. 

Vancouver,  the  commercial,  financial  and  educational 
centre  of  B.  C,  shows  a  record  of  growth  equalled  by 
only  one  other  city  in  Canada. 

Wanted  in  B.  C.  —  Dairymen,  poultry  raisers  and  general 
farmers.  "  One  crying  need  of  the  Province  is  more  far- 
mers— men  who  will  take  up  mixed  farming  and  supply  local 
demands  for  meat,  butter,  poultry,  eggs,  vegetables  and 
fruit."    Hon.  R.  G.  Tatlow,  Minister  of  Agriculture. 

X  suggests  the  wealth  of  the  vast  unexplored  areas. 

YoUNG  MAN'S  country.  The  average  age  of  men  hold- 
ing prominent  positions  is  less  than  in  any  other  part  of 
Canada.  For  instance,  the  Chief  Justice  and  the  Prem- 
ier of  the  Province  were  both  considerably  under  4C  years 
of  age  when  appointed  to  their  present  positions. 

ZERO  weather  is  unknown  on  the  Coast  as  is  also  extreme 
heat — the  climate  generally  comparing  very  closely  with 
that  of  England.  In  other  parts  of  the  Province  there 
are  wider  variations  of  temperature,  but  the  winter  cold 
is  scarcely  ever  severe,  and  there  is  little  discomfort  in 
the  summer,  as  the  nights  are  always  cool. 


